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Prior to the establishment of British colonial rule in Uttarakhand, the

Q'ﬁs‘::[ GTW dependence of living on agriculture and animal husbandry, making of the farm
. % land, reach of the water sources, forests and grazing areas were among the

E) % el Ud ﬂq acd ' important and decisive factors for the geographical locations of the villages.
%O 0 90 TSITA Agricultural methods were adopted as per the hilly environment. During pre-British
: period, shift cultivation or temporary farming locally known as Kweel, Kateel was

a%a a€| old, widely practiced in Central Himalayas, Higher Himalayas and Tarai regions.
%ﬁﬂ"'l_\’ TeaTel Forests were in the centre of village economic life, Thus importance of forests in
: ’ mountain life gave birth to the natural process of preservation of forests in many
STINGUS, HIRd forms. Many peaks here were dedicated to local deities, forests around these

peaks were kept safe. There were such community rules among the local people of
Uttarakhand, which defined the extent and the state of a particular natural
resource. The needs of the rural and tribal communities were in proportion to the
regenerative capacity of the natural resources. After the establishment of British
colonial rule in the Uttarakhand Himalayas, the process of historical change started
in the way of the life of the inhabitants of this region, and the nature of the
exploitation of traditional economic system and resources. The economic and
commercial system, formulated by the British administrators for the fulfillment of
their industrial needs and for the protection of imperialist needs and protection of
the imperialists interests, based on colonial thinking. More and more exploitation of
natural resources in Uttarakhand region began. The natural rights of the villagers
began to be limited, and naturally being a winner race, colonial interests prevailed.
This process of intervention, influenced every aspect of the village life and
production system of the rural peasants and tribes of Uttarakhand. From time to
time rural farmers in Uttarakhand expressed dissatisfaction. Collective reaction
was organized by the peasants as a protest against the realization of their
traditional forest rights. The dissatisfaction the villagers was basically the result of
land settlement (management), forest settlement (management) and colonial
administrative and exploitative policies. Thus, due to influence of the colonial
administrative and exploitative policies, various forms of production patterns were
disintegrated in Uttarakhand.
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